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We presented a few cases concerning the following:

a. Early implicit memories and their expression in late trauma,
as observed in a patient suffering from extreme somatization
following spinal-cord injury (Van Der Kolk, 1994). This
case demonstrated how memories unrecoverable by verbal
means could unfold through the appropriate conditions.

b. Splitting mechanisms in the retrieval of a traumatic event
having occurred prior to MTBI (mild traumatic brain in-
jury). We used a case study using the EMDR (Eye Move-
ment Desensitization and Reprocessing) technique. The
head injury had reactivated an earlier psychic trauma, and
later it seemed that this person had dreams indicating that he
remembered part of his head injury—a part that was thought
of as forgotten and consciously gone.

c. False memories as opposed to true memories and evidence
suggesting differential registration in the brain.

2. The Time team: The head of the team is Dr Iftah Biran, a
behavioral neurologist.

Time is an essential component in human behavior. Classic
approaches towards time look at issues of creating time inter-
vals, creating a sequence of timed events and the subjective
feelings toward time. We believe that time is a fundamental
issue in the creation of the self as, at every present moment,
subjects carry their past time events and try to make future time
programs,

In the team meetings up to now, we have tried to look at
the biological basis of timing mechanisms, circadian rhythms,
and developmental time. The team approached the subject by
performing experiments that looked at the subjective feelings
of time and by looking at the abundance of associations related
to time.

We plan to look at phenomena that do not obey the classical
trajectory of past, present, and future. These phenomena are
found in clinical syndromes such as déja vu, jamais vu, pro-
spective (future) memory impairments, and even PTSD, where
past events flood the present experience. We believe that one of
the essential components of psychoanalysis is the creation of a
unified experience of the subject and self across time.

3. The Neurobiology of Defense Mechanisms team: The head
of the team is Professor Dov Aleksandrowicz, a psychoanalyst
and psychiatrist,

The group is studying possible links between psychopathol-
ogy (especially borderline personality and delusional states)
and brain functions/malfunction. We do not always attempt to
point to specific brain areas but, rather, consider functional sys-
tems such as affect modulation, impulse control (“automatic™
vs. conscious), and reality judgment. We also look at the rela-
tionship between emotions and body states—that is, posture,
movement, and enteroception.

4. The Experience of Core Self team: The head of the team is
Dr Eli Wertman, a behavioral neurologist.

Conscious experience is built on the experience of the self;
this experience reflects brain processes. While the approach that
identifies neural correlates of consciousness ties together both
conscious expetrience and the brain, it is in fact indifferent to the

subjective building blocks of human conscious experience. As a
result, in contrast to other neurobehavioral domains, it becomes
impossible to build models of conscious experience that will be
based on its behavioral components.

In this group, we try to define the neurophenomenal com-
ponents of the experience of the core self. By “experience
of the core self” is meant the very nucleus of the immediate
nonconceptual sense of self, around which the higher-order
time-extended sense of self is experienced. In a process similar
to the one by which neuropsychology and behavioral neurology
developed specific cognitive models from their coarse to fine
components, we try to build neurophenomenal models of the
sense of self'and to create testable hypotheses to be investigated.
We try to integrate aspects of describing neurophenomenologi-
cal philosophy, psychology, psychoanalysis, neuropsychology,
behavioral neurclogy, neuroimaging, and behavioral neurobiol-
ogy in this process.

Summary

The memory team finished its presentation and moved to dis-
cussions and preparing case presentations in writing. Presently
(summer of 2006) the Time team is presenting its work to the
forum. The forum is also concerned with opening a website
to be able to get reactions to the presentations. This last year
has thus been very productive. The work in the different teams
created many more opportunities for discussions and working

© together.

Regarding burcaucratic issues, The Israeli Forum of Neuro-
Psychoanalysis has become a registered, nonprofit organiza-
tion. It has 40 listed members, 20 of whom come to the monthly
meetings. The Forum has chosen [rith Raveh to be its chairper-
son.
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The Istanbul Neuro-Psychoanalysis Study Group,
Turkey

In January 2006, The Istanbul Neuro-Psychoanalysis Study
Group was initiated. The group consists of 15 members, both
psychologists and psychiatrists, who meet monthly. There is a
developing interest in neuropsychoanalysis in Turkey, and our
group aims to introduce the subject to specialists not only in [s-
tanbul, but also throughout the country, via national congresses,
seminars, and publications. Parallel to this aim, we are happy
to report on our activities that have been carried out during our
first year:






